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Scientific plagiarism detection software: an exploratory study on faculty members
in the Department of Information Science at King Saud and King Abdulaziz Universities
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Abstract:

The current study aims to identify the nature of use of academic plagiarism detection tools
by faculty members in the Department of Information Science at King Saud University and King
Abdulaziz University to assess students work, reflecting the interest in eliminating plagiarism
activities among students. The descriptive approach is adopted in case-study and comparative
styles. Study sample community consists of (72) faculty members and equivalents. Questionnaire
was used as a tool for collecting information. The most prominent results were the following:
(92.6%) of faculty members believe that students’ commitment to the ethics of scientific research
was average to poor, while the usage of scientific plagiarism detection tools by faculty members
was low, as the total usage at both universities was only 37%. The most used tools by faculty
members are iThenticate and then Turnitin. One of the difficulties that prevents the prevents of
these programs is the inability of the system to detect intellectual plagiarism. The study revealed
the convergence of the views of faculty members in the department of information science in both
universities on this subject, and their differences in the usage of these programs. One of the
solutions they suggested to overcome the poor adoption of these programs was to train students to
use these programs to check their work. The study recommends the adoption of plagiarism
detection tools at the university and make it available to both professors and students.

Key words: - scientific plagiarism detection programs - scientific plagiarism- Department of
Information Science- University students.
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