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Abstract:

The study aimed at determining the readiness of King Abdulaziz University and
Imam Abdelrahman ibn Al Faisal University for autonomy, and statistically highlighting
differences between the average scores of the sample members regarding the two
mentioned universities’ readiness for self-sufficiency, which can be attributed to the
following variables: university, gender, scientific specialization, professional rank, the
PhD degree’s granting institution, as well as identifying the hindrances complicating the
two universities’ self-reliance. To achieve the study objectives, a descriptive approach
was adopted. Data were collected from the study sample by using a questionnaire, where
we were authorized as well to apply it to faculty members at King Abdulaziz University
and Imam Abdul Rahman ibn Faisal.

The results show that the degree of the two universities’ readiness for autonomy
was average, and that there were differences in the responses of the sample members on
the readiness for autonomy according to the variables of the study. The study
recommended that there should be varied fund resources, innovating graduates’
academic programs, and establishing an administration for the university’s
transformation towards self-reliance, that can be also as a house of expertise regarding
what has been done in independent universities.

Key words: readiness, Saudi universities, autonomy.
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