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The Impact of the Corona COVID 19 Pandemic on the Extent to Which Higher
Education Students Accept Distance Learning
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ABSTRACT:

With the technological development that occurred in all aspects of life, education had its
share. Due to the appearance of the Corona COVID 19, many students were not able to attend
schools, institutes, or universities. In addition, the medical recommendations that urge social
distance, the importance of employing technology as a distance learning tool has emerged. In the
State of Kuwait, governmental schools closed until (October 2019) for most of the stages.
Likewise, at Kuwait University, the University Council declared the suspension of studies at the
university until the beginning of (August 2019). If the pandemic continues until the beginning of
(August 2019), Kuwait University students will study via distance learning, since the students did
not fully practice distance learning. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to investigate "the
impact of the Corona COVID 19 pandemic on the extent to which higher education students accept
distance learning.” This study implemented the descriptive survey approach, as it fits the nature of
this study.

The study focused on the extent to which university students accept four major dimensions
related to distance learning systems, which were: information sources, teaching/learning,
communication, and assessment/ evaluation. A sample of (1728) of male and female students
from different colleges at Kuwait University was participated in this study, and data was
electronically collected. The main results indicated that Kuwait University students accepted
distance learning in general to a large extent, especially in using information sources,
communication, and teaching/learning dimensions. In addition, gender and major variables were
insignificant, except in communication, and teaching/ learning dimensions were significant in
favour of literature major. The results of this study will contribute to decision-makers’ efforts in
higher education institutions, to consider the technical aspects that must be available in the
distance learning systems. Moreover, this study will help instructional designers and faculty
members to make the right decisions when designing their e-courses and benefit their students if a
Corona pandemic stays for a long time.

Key words:

Corona covID 19 Pandemic, information sources, teaching/ learning, communication,
assessment/evaluation
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