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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to investigate the reality of students’ practice of
academic freedom as perceived by the students themselves. It also, aimed at
identifying the degree of statistically significant differences in students’ practice
of academic freedom in governmental and private Saudi universities due to the

difference in gender, specialty and university type.

To achieve this, a questionnaire has been built; it consisted of (30) items
applied on a sample of (1068) female and male students. The study applied the
descriptive method with its survey style. The findings showed that the students’
ratings of academic freedom practice degree in governmental and private

universities were great except the study field had a medium degree.

The study also demonstrated that there were statistically significant
differences according to gender in favor of males, specialization variable in favor
of the literary specialty and type of university in favor of private one. The study
provided a set of procedural and practical recommendations for the
advancement of the reality of students’ practice of academic freedom in

governmental and private universities.

Key words: academic freedom, Saudi universities.
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